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Middle Phase Year 7 - Year 10 

 

Head, hands, heart 

Our Middle Phase of Secondary School is designed to engage our young people. The ‘head, hands and heart’                  

holistic theme reflects our aim of connecting academic and practical knowledge with thinking skills within an                

environment where Christian values are promoted. Students will develop in terms of knowledge and character               

as their learning is enhanced through enjoyment and engagement. While this prepares our students for the                

future, we believe that it values their life experience in the present as they travel through these important                  

years of development in an authentic and purposeful manner. 

Year 7 - Year 8 Core Subjects 

● English 

● Mathematics 

● Science 

● Social Studies 

● Health and  Physical Education 

● Japanese 

 

Year 9 - Year 10 Core Subjects 

● English 

● Mathematics 

● Science 

● Social Studies 

● Health & Physical Education 

 

English 

We value that the study of English helps create confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed               

citizens. Students learn to analyse, understand and communicate with others and with the world around               

them. Students engage imaginatively and critically with literature to expand the scope of their experiences.               

The teaching of English is built around the three interrelated strands of Language, Literature and Literacy.                

Teaching and learning programs balance and integrate all three strands. Together the three strands focus on                

developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing and             

creating. 
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Mathematics 

Our Mathematics lessons provide students with essential mathematical skills and knowledge in Number and              

Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. Our programs aim to develop the              

numeracy capabilities that all students need in their personal, work and civic life. We provide students with                 

carefully paced, in-depth study of critical skills and concepts. We encourage and help students become               

self-motivated, confident learners through inquiry and active participation in challenging and engaging            

experiences. 

 

Science 

Our Science program provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important science              

concepts and processes, the practices used to develop scientific knowledge, of science’s contribution to our               

culture and society, and its applications in our lives. We support students in developing scientific knowledge,                

understandings and skills to make informed decisions about local, national and global issues. 
 

Social Studies 

Through a study of Social Studies, students develop a greater awareness of the world around them, especially                 

in terms of the physical and social aspects of human experience. The four main strands in the Social Studies                   

course are History, Geography, Civics and Citizenship and Economics and Business. 
 

Health and Physical Education 

Health and Physical Education promotes the development of student knowledge, processes, skills and             

attitudes necessary to make informed decisions, take action and advocate in order to enhance: 

• personal and community health, especially as it relates to food and nutrition, and to personal safety 

• movement skills 

• physical performance and fitness 

• personal development, in particular identity, interpersonal relationships and resilience. 
 

Japanese Year 7 - Year 8 

Japanese language is used in classroom interactions, for creating and maintaining classroom relationships and              

for explaining and practising language forms. Learners work both collaboratively and independently in             

Japanese, exploring a variety of texts, including songs/raps and role-plays, with particular reference to their               

social, cultural and communicative interests. They use modelled and rehearsed language in familiar and              

unfamiliar contexts and begin to use vocabulary and grammar with increasing accuracy and confidence.              

Learners also learn to use the katakana alphabet and develop their understanding of the relationship between                

hiragana, katakana and Kanji alphabets. 
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Additional Subjects - Electives Year 7 - Year 8 

Students choose three electives to study for the year. Students are only able to change electives at the                  

beginning of the year, a maximum of four weeks into Term 1. 
 

● Visual Art 

● Drama 

● Music 

● Practical Studies 

● Digital Technologies 

● Media Arts 

● Design and Technology Woodwork 

● Design and Technology Home Economics 

 

Additional Subjects - Electives Year 9 - Year 10 

Students choose three electives to study for the year. Students are only able to change electives at the                  

beginning of the year, a maximum of four weeks into Term 1. 

 

● Design and Technology Woodwork 

● Design and Technology Home Economics 

● Japanese 

● Practical Studies 

● Music 

● STEAM 

● Drama 

● Design and Technology Graphics 

 

Students also participate in: 

● Home Class activities: Biblical Studies, buddy classes, outdoor games, team-building activities, life skills             

education. 

● Sport: school and after school sports, Swimming Carnival, Athletics Carnival, Cross Country, District             

Sport and Interschool Sport. 

● Camp 

● Chapel 
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Elective Descriptions 

 

Digital Technologies Year 7 - Year 8 

Learning in Digital Technologies focuses on further developing understanding and skills in computational             

thinking such as decomposing problems and prototyping; and engaging students with a wider range of               

information systems as they broaden their experiences and involvement in national, regional and global              

activities. 

By the end of Year 8, students will have had opportunities to create a range of digital solutions, such as                    

interactive web applications or programmable multimedia assets or simulations of relationships between            

objects in the real world. 

In Year 7 and 8, students analyse the properties of networked systems and their suitability and use for the                   

transmission of data types. They acquire, analyse, validate and evaluate various types of data, and appreciate                

the complexities of storing and transmitting that data in digital systems. Students use structured data to                

model objects and events that shape the communities they actively engage with. They further develop their                

understanding of the vital role that data plays in their lives, and how the data and related systems define and                    

are limited by technical, environmental, economic and social constraints. 
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Visual Art - Year 7 - Year 8 

Visual Art is divided up into three sections: design work, research and practical work. Students learn about the                  

elements and principles of design and how they are applied. They develop their own designs and document all                  

work. They are encouraged to think creatively and evaluate their achievements. 

 

Media Arts - Year 7 - Year 8 

Students use communications technologies to creatively explore, make and interpret stories about people,             

ideas and the world around them. They engage in their senses, imagination and intellect through media                

artworks that respond to diverse cultural, social and organisational influences on communications practices             

today. 

 

Design and Technology Home Economics  

Home Economics encourages personal independence, living effectively within the wider society, and            

promoting preferred futures for self and others in contexts related to food and nutrition, human development                

and relationships, living environments, textiles and fashion. Students who undertake this subject are required              

to supply their own ingredients for dishes made during class and transport their food home in their own                  

containers. They are required to provide fabric to make a range of items.  

 

Design and Technology Woodwork  

Discover the exciting and creative world of working with timber. Students learn how to use hand tools and                  

selected electric tools. The course begins with wood theory and jointing methods before students undertake               

individual projects. They use AutoCAD (a commercial software application for 2D and 3D computer-aided              

design) to create their designs and produce actual models using 3D printing. The subject provides a solid                 

foundation to careers in industrial design, architecture, drafting and web design. 

 

Drama 

Drama enables students to imagine and participate in exploration of their worlds, individually and              

collaboratively. Students actively use body, gesture, movement, voice and language, taking on roles to explore               

and depict real and imagined worlds. They create, rehearse, perform and respond using the elements and                

conventions of drama and emerging and existing technologies available to them. Students learn to think,               

move, speak and act with confidence. 

 

Music 

Students study and analyse the musical elements to develop an understanding of how music is made. They                 

have opportunities to create their own music in a variety of styles. Practically, students will enjoy making                 

music through singing and playing instruments in both small groups and individually. 
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Practical Studies 

Practical Studies has two main components: Mechanical Trades as well as Marine Studies and Fishing.               

Students also participate in Archery as part of the subject. Mechanical Trades seeks to empower the students                 

with bicycle, basic small vehicle and motorbike operations. Students engage in learning the theory of basic                

mechanics as well as build and disassemble vehicles such as nitro buggies, dune buggies and bicycles. Students                 

also develop theoretical understanding to obtain licenses to operate each vehicle. 

 

Marine Studies and Fishing introduces students to the science and practical aspects of the marine               

environment. Students engage in learning to identify various species of marine life and continue to build upon                 

their knowledge to investigate issues such as the effects that pollution and population expansion have on                

ecosystems. Students also engage in practical experiences and field trips which include fishing. 

 

STEAM - Year 9 - Year 10 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) is a subject where Science and the Arts are                

coming together to drive innovation. STEAM content is poised to transform our economy in the 21st century                 

just as science and technology did in the last century. STEAM is the applied, integrated approach to those                  

subjects. It is about using mathematics and science to solve real-world challenges and problems. STEAM in                

Year 9 will incorporate computer technology, media arts, and other relevant areas. 

 

Design and Technology Graphics  - Year 9 - Year 10 

Using a range of technologies including a variety of graphical representation techniques to communicate,              

students generate and represent original ideas and production plans in two and three-dimensional             

representations using a range of technical drawings including perspective, scale, orthogonal and production             

drawings with sectional and exploded views. They produce rendered, illustrated views for marketing and use               

graphic visualisation software to produce dynamic views of virtual products. 

Students identify the steps involved in planning the production of designed solutions. They develop detailed               

project management plans incorporating elements such as sequenced time, cost and action plans to manage a                

range of design tasks safely. They apply management plans, changing direction when necessary to successfully               

complete design tasks. Students identify and establish safety procedures that minimise risk and manage              

projects with safety and efficiency in mind, maintaining safety standards and management procedures to              

ensure success. They learn to transfer theoretical knowledge to practical activities across a range of projects. 

Japanese Year 9  

Japanese language is used to communicate and interact; to access and exchange information; to express               

feelings and opinions; to participate in imaginative and creative experiences; and to create, interpret and               

analyse a wider range of texts and experiences. Learners sequence and describe events using a range of                 

cohesive devices, and complete communicative tasks that involve planning, performance, collaborative and            

independent work. They use language more fluently and are able to read and write using hiragana, katakana                 

and an increasing number of kanji in texts.  
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Japanese Year 10 Introductory - Beginners 

Japanese language is introduced as students are encouraged to analyse the unique features of the language                

system and reflect on the nature of intercultural exchanges in which they are involved. Students are exposed                 

to a variety of different classroom interactions where they are encouraged to explore simple texts and practise                 

familiar language forms to share their knowledge. They use modelled and rehearsed language to communicate               

in a variety of different situations which allow them to explore intercultural perspectives and experiences.               

They develop knowledge of grammar and vocabulary and participate in collaborative tasks and games. 

 

 

Senior Phase Year 11 - Year 12 

Pathways to success 

Undertaking studies in the Senior Phase of Secondary School provides students with a wonderful opportunity               

to maximise their effort in their final school years. The Senior Phase program at Whitsunday Christian College                 

offers a clear balance between academic challenges and pastoral support to equip and support students               

towards positive pathways of success in life, work and learning. 

Individual Pathways 

In a time where options abound it is important that students are offered personalised pathways that include                 

flexible delivery methods. To best cater for the individual needs of our students, we deliver subjects in a                  

manner that allows students to feel supported. 

Delivery includes: 

● Personalised pathway tracking and encouragement 

● Potential work experience placements, traineeships and school-based apprenticeships based on          

students’ individual pathways 

● Access to subjects with lower teacher to student ratios via combined Year level classes 

● Publishing an assessment calendar at the beginning of every term detailing the dates all assessment               

tasks are given out as well as when the draft and final copies are due 

● Mandatory draft reviews and/or checkpoints before final submission dates 

● Parent communication in the form of Weekly Summaries. Term 1 and Term 3 Progress Statements and                

end of Semester Reports and opportunities for Parent/Teacher meetings. Additional communication is            

available via email or telephone 

● Access to wireless broadband throughout the campus and provisions of a laptop free of charge 

● Leadership and service opportunities (including short term overseas practical mission work) 

● Pastoral care, including practical and emotional support 

● Focus on individual character development 

● Positive Christian perspective of purpose, hope and values for life 
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The College outlines the subjects it plans to provide in the subsequent school year in good faith. Ultimately the                   

availability of subjects offered is dependent on student numbers and financial availability. 

Pastoral Care 

The Senior Phase places a real importance on pastoral care and individual character development. Home Class                

teachers meet with students every morning and support, encourage and motivate students to achieve their               

best. Students also have the opportunity to meet with the Student Welfare Officer/Chaplin to discuss any                

personal issues that they may have. This gives students care, practical and emotional support and a positive                 

Christian perspective with gives purpose, hope and values for life. This helps to guide students through the last                  

years of their schooling. 

Senior Trips and Camps 

Excursions and camps are seen as valuable and an integral part of learning. Students are provided with an                  

opportunity to attend a variety of activities throughout their time in the Senior Phase. Some of these include:                  

Leadership and study skills camps, overseas mission trips and subject excursions. 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

Students in the Senior Phase are also offered a wide range of extra-curricular activities. These activities                

provide students with a holistic education and help to develop resilient students. Some of these include:                

sports, clubs, tutoring and musicals. 

 

Co Curricular Activities and Camps 

Senior Phase students have the opportunity to participate in a range of co-curricular activities to enrich their                 

schooling experience. 

 

Activities include, but are not limited to: 

• International and national travel and service opportunities 

o 2019 – Vanuatu mission trip 

o 2018 – Sailing Whitsunday Islands 

o 2017 – New Zealand ski trip 

o 2016 – Thailand mission trip 

o 2015 – North Queensland mission trip 

o 2014 – Canberra ski trip 

o 2013 – Fiji mission trip 

o 2012 – New Zealand ski trip 

• Senior camp 

• Community service opportunities 

• Work experience 

• Careers day 

• Relay for Life fundraiser 

• After-school tutoring 
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• After-school sport 

• District athletics and sports opportunities 

• College Band, Chapel Band and Choir 

• College Musical 

• College Art Exhibition 

• Biannual Biology/Physics Reef Trip 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 - Year 12 Subjects 

Students select six subjects from the options below or they can select five subjects and one subject from the 

Distance Education or VET options. 

 

Line 1 

● English 

● Essential English (Applied) 

 

Line 2 

● General Mathematics 

● Mathematical Methods 

● Essential Mathematics (Applied) 
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Line 3 

● Biology 

● Visual Art 

● Visual Arts in Practice (Applied) 

● Industrial Technology Skills (Applied) 

 

Line 4 

● Chemistry 

● Legal Studies 

● Furnishing Skills (Applied) 

 

Line 5 

● Physics 

● Drama 

● Drama in Practice (Applied) 

 

Line 6 

● Physical Education 

● Ancient History 

● Specialist Mathematics 

 

Alternate pathway options may be considered upon consultation with the Pathways Coordinator. 

 

Distance Education - additional cost of $150.00 

● Psychology 

● Accounting 

● Business 

● Economics 

● Geography 

● Modern History 

● Philosophy & Reason 

● Dance 

● Music 

● Health 

● Design 

● Digital Solutions 

● Food & Nutrition 

● Chinese 

● French 
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● German 

● Japanese 

● Spanish 

● Science in Practice (Applied) 

● Business Studies (Applied) 

● Religion & Ethics (Applied) 

● Social & Community Studies (Applied) 

● Fashion (Applied) 

● Information & Communication Technology (Applied) 

 

VET Courses TAFE Queensland - no charge 

● Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Program 

● Certificate II in Engineering Pathways 

● Certificate II in Hospitality (Food & Beverage) 

● Certificate II in Kitchen Operations 

 

VET Courses Foundation Education - additional cost of $699.00 

● Certificate II in Sport and Recreation 

● Certificate III in Sport and Recreation 

● Certificate III in Fitness 

● Certificate III in Early Childhood 

 

Inquisify and the Brisbane School of Distance Education 

 

Inquisify 

Through Inquisify, an online learning resource available through a shared campus arrangement with Groves              

Christian College in Brisbane, students at Whitsunday Christian College have access to a wider variety of                

subjects supported by teachers with expertise in specialist areas. Students will participate in a weekly video                

chat session with their teacher and be provided with the required work through an online platform. Students                 

who choose to study a course through Inquisify will be supported by the College by offering the support of an                    

on-campus staff member. This staff member will assist the student with any questions, monitor their progress                

and offer required support in pursuance of an external subject. 

 

Information regarding subjects can be found at: 

http://inquisify.education/senior-phase/summary-of-subject-offerings/ 
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Brisbane School of Distance Education 

Brisbane School of Distance Education delivers its subjects online. Students will be required to attend weekly                

scheduled classes according to the timetable released by the BSDE. Students who choose to study a course                 

through BSDE will be supported by the College by offering the support of an on-campus staff member. This                  

staff member will assist the student with any questions, monitor their progress and offer required support in                 

pursuance of an external subject. 

 

Information regarding subjects can be found at: 

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/Curriculum/Pages/Course-Outlines-2.aspx 

 
 

Important Points to Consider: 

• Studying a subject via distance education can be challenging for some students. However, students who are                 

self-motivated, independent workers and have chosen a subject that are interested in often achieve success. 

• The school is covering a majority of the cost of students studying one distance education subject if they                   

choose. However, a student may choose to study two distance education subjects provided the family meets                

the full cost of the second subject. 

• If a student withdraws from a distance education subject before the end of the year, the family will be                    

required to reimburse the full cost of the subject to the College. 
 

Please refer to the Senior Phase Subject Selection Guide for more detailed information regarding subjects. 
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